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Preface

Located in the beautiful and rich Yangtze River Delta region on the east coast of
mainland China, Jiangsu, known as a land of fish and rice, is one of the provinces with
fast economic development and high openness in China. During the 40 years since reform
and opening up, Jiangsu, home to outstanding talents and celebrities since ancient time,
has not only laid a powerful economic foundation, but also built on its rich cultural
legacy. The province has 12 national famous historical and cultural cities, of which
Nanjing, Suzhou, and Yangzhou have a history of more than 2,000 years. Of the 114 number
one scholars in the Qing Dynasty, 49 were from Jiangsu. Now 450 academicians of both CAS
and Chinese Academy of Engineering are from Jiangsu natives. The province ranks first
among China’s provinces, cities and autonomous regions in the number of colleges and
students.

The province enjoys a long history of linking to the outer world. As early as
1,200 years ago, the eminent monk Jianzhen embarked on a journey of cultural and
economic exchanges between China and foreign countries, to be followed by Zheng He,
the famous navigator more than 600 years ago. Both of them started their journey from
Jiangsu, thus bringing the province closer with the world. The small fishing boats of
the past have been replaced by the numerous barges and ships. By riding the wave of
economic globalization, the province has seen a growing economic internationalization,
established economic and trade relations with more than 200 countries and regions, and
formed an omni-directional, multi-level and wide-range landscape of opening-up.

The photo show themed “Charming Jiangsu” offers a peek into the province for the
overseas Chinese, through the beautiful pictures about the thriving province in its
rapid development. The unique environment consisting of riversides and coasts nurture
the province’s water town culture featuring traditional connotation and great potential
for growth. The exhibition, with “Water” at the core, comprise four sectors, namely
A Land of Water: History, A Land of Water: Beauty, A Land of Water: Prosperity, and A
Land of Water: Natural Resources, which highlight the vitality and charm of Jiangsu from
different angles. The photos, with traditional culture and modern civilization enhancing
each other’s beauty, serve as a bridge to strengthen exchanges and enhance friendship
between the people of countries in the world and Jiangsu.

We welcome friends from all over the world to Jiangsu for sightseeing, investment
and starting business, in a joint effort to create a brighter future.

Overseas Chinese Affairs Office of Jiangsu Provincial Government
May 2018
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“Water Charming Jiangsu” as a photographic exhibition is a display of
the beauty and charm of Jiangsu. Due to the inevitable limit in selection, the
exhibition is bound to miss a great deal of the charm of the land. But we hope
the pictures selected have shown the best of the land and captured the soul of
the local culture.

Jiangsu is moving ahead, in an effort to build the first well-off community
in China. By 2020, Jiangsu is expected to have completed its basic process
of modernization and become a civil society with booming economy, common
prosperity, advanced science and education, beautiful environment and sound
legal system. The future of Jiangsu will be, through coordinated development, a
land of humaneness, vigor and harmony.

Dear friends, you are welcome to join us!
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